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phia, uttered the famous phrase which immediately became
immortal:.,

" There is such a thing as a man being too proud to fight.
There is such a thing as a nation being so right that it
does not need to convince others by force that it is right."

These utterances of the two men at this supreme moment
in the life of the nation show very clearly how far apart
they were in regard to the course which the national Gov-
ernment should pursue, and why it was that Eoosevelt
was fairly compelled to enter the lists as the open critic of
the President's policies and acts. He said to me at the
time: "I would have thrown up my hat for Wilson if
only he had given me the chance by acting in the Presidency
as a sound American of rugged strength and patriotism.
When he trailed the honor of the United States in the dust,
I, as a good American, had no alternative but to oppose
him."

No one was more surprised than Eoosevelt was, when, in
spite of his utterances, the jury agreed upon a yerdict in
his favor. His remarks to the jury at the close of the trial,
quoted in the preceding chapter, show how deeply he was
touched by it. Yet important as the verdict was to him, it
occupied only slight place in his mind at the time. I have
searched his letters in vain for any except casual reference
to it. He had no thought for anything except the nation
and its attitude toward the European war.